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Dear PAOS Members and Friends, 
 
Our Auction last month was very successful. Thank you to 
every member who brought something to share and 
attended! Attending and participating helps to make the 

auction successful and guarantees that the club will be able 
to secure excellent speakers throughout the year and give 
back to the community.  

A very BIG and special thank you to all committee 
members who helped to secure beautiful plants for us to 
auction off: Audrey Hartwell, Shirley Berckmans, Cathy 
Pariser, William Capps, David Foster, Sue 
Samuels, Catherine Pendlebury, Candy 

McDonald. Thank you to Gio Lester for keeping us all informed 
and sending out email blasts, and for Georgia Ruiz for arranging 
advertising. 

Vendors who helped support us were: St. Germain Orchids, 
Springwater, RF Orchids, Soroa, Krull Smith, Pelican Coast, 

Odom, OFE, Ritter, Amazonia, B&G, 
Hamlyn, Dan & Margie and Mac’s Orchids. Mac also did 
a wonderful job as our Auctioneer. Thank you to all! 

COMING UP: Voting on a new board. In May we 
welcome new officers to the board. Please be thinking 
about who you would like to nominate to represent you 
on the board. I have been President since May 2011 and 
it is time for me to step down.  Jean Tress has been 

(Continued on page 3) 

Next Meeting 
 

April 18, 7 pm 
Pinecrest Gardens,  
Hibiscus Room  
11000 Red Road,  
Pinecrest, FL 33156 
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Secretary since that time also, and may want to step down.  We have a fun board, 
meeting the first Thursday of  the month for a dinner (and wine) meeting. Please think 
about getting involved. Everyone on the board is supportive and no one holds their 
position alone. No prior experience required! Just a love of  orchids and nice friends. Let’s 
propose some names at our April Meeting. 

Rossy Ochoa has lined up Jim Roberts as our April speaker. Jim is coming in from out of  
town and assures a wonderful night and beautiful plants for sale and raffle. DON’T MISS 
IT! 

One last note: please keep Sue Samuels and Georgia Ruiz in your thoughts and prayers. 
Both ladies are home recuperating. Sue after a spell in the hospital and Georgia after 
knee surgery. We will miss them at the meeting and hope they rejoin us by May. 

See you at the meeting! 
 

  Gail  
                President 

(Continued from page 2) 

We want to hear from you! PAOS is a vibrant community of 
orchid lovers, growers and hobbyists where camaraderie, 
friendship and community service rule!  

Help lead PAOS into the future. 
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“It was in the college days of  1979 when I first encountered orchids during a 

routine doctor's visit. While there, I noticed a large Cattleya orchid on his desk. I 
asked the fateful question: “What kind of  flower is that?” To which the physician 
laughingly replied, "You do NOT want to know!" A short story by the doctor about 
his all-consuming hobby ensued and within two days I had gotten two orchids of  my 
own. 

“During those college years in Northfield, Minnesota, I was put in charge of  the 
St. Olaf  greenhouse and its repository of  orchids. I knew little about the plants but 
read everything I could get my hands on. After graduating, I moved to St. Croix in 
the U.S. Virgin Islands where I happened upon a sidewalk sale by the local orchid 
society. I joined the group, learned much about growing in a tropical arid 
environment, the native orchid species, and won my first AOS award for Encyclia 
bifida 'Loves Favor' AM/AOS.  

“Leaving the island three years later, I 
found myself  trying to take 10 boxes of  plants 
through customs back to Minnesota. Little did 
I know that the customs encounter would be 
easiest part. It was a totally new experience 
trying to grow plants in a cold Midwestern 
state. Many plants did not survive. Many did, 
and I learned that orchids actually could be 
grown quite successfully in the stifling 
environment of  a house surrounded by ice and 
snow…” 

Come to our meeting this Tuesday, April 18 to learn the rest of  the story and discover the 
world of  Enciclias. Jim Roberts will be our guide in the presentation “A Few Enciclias to 
Enjoy.” 
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Our new feature will be back next month. Its creator and 

only contributor, Georgia, has been busy recovering from 
surgery. 

Do keep her on your thoughts. 

Thank you.   

 
We are adding a new 

feature to our monthly 
newsletter. 

Each month a member 
will be profiled so we can 
get to know each other 
better.   

Enjoy. 

Georgia 

We had a double-dose of Georgias when our 
organizer and speaker, Georgia Tasker, shared  
the same first name. 
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PAOS News is the monthly newsletter of the PanAmerican Orchid Society,  
affiliated with the American Orchid Society!
President!  Gail Weber  - 1st VP! Bill Capps  - 2nd VP!! Rossy Ochoa 
Treasurer   Shirley Berckmans  - Secretary   Jean Tress  - Newsletter  Gio Lester 
Website      Gio Lester, Candy McDonald -  Special Advisors! ! Georgia Ruiz   and Audrey 
Hartwell  Cover by eorgia Ruiz!

Visit  
www.panamorchids.com  

 
Bring refreshments for 

our Guests 
 

and get an extra raffle ticket.  

Next meeting:  
April 18, 7 pm 
�3�L�Q�H�F�U�H�V�W���*�D�U�G�H�Q�V���� 
�+�L�E�L�V�F�X�V���5�R�R�P�� 
11000 Red Road,  
Pinecrest, FL 33156 

We are still  
accepting  
RENEWALS  

Please see Jean when 
you come in. 

http://aos.org/Default.aspx?id=39
http://panamorchids.com
http://www.panamorchids.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/921793101197469/
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