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Dear Members & Friends
It is hard to believe that another month has gone by. November and December are knocking on
our doors and we all know what that means: Thanksgiving, the November Challenge reveal, and
our holiday party with the traditional arrangements competition.
But we are getting ahead of ourselves. Let’s welcome our new members Jim and Melana Davison who started out by winning not only a ribbon but also a plant during the raffle.
We started our series of lectures on this second half of 2009 with Carlos’s presentation on repotting, which was followed by Nina’s presentation on the
Brazilian Atlantic Rainforest, then Barbara on water harvesting and conservation, and this month’s speaker will
cover a subject that we all feel strongly about: the bugs in
out lives and how to keep them at bay. In November our
speaker will bring all these lectures together discussing
how to set up and care for your collection.
We would like to call your attention to one housekeeping issue. We are all very grateful to the Church for providing the meeting hall, however the acoustics are not very
good. The Board, therefore, would like to enlist your assistance in creating a more conducive ambiance for our
meetings. We ask all members to make sure they are ready for our President’s address at 8:00, so
we can keep to our schedule. We believe that the 30 minutes between the end of Mirta’s class
and the beginning of our meeting will be enough for greeting friends, checking the silent auction
table, buying raffle tickets, and finding a seat.
Our updated membership directory will be available for pick up at the registration desk, and remember the PAOS Dendrobium Challenge will come to a close at our next meeting. Before we give
any more away, please read on. PAOS

Jean Wilson was at hand again taking pictures of
the beautiful blooms that graced our meeting hall. We
are always grateful to the members who are so eager
and proud to share their successes with us. And, as
usual, we tried to reproduce their beauty on the pages
of our newsletter. The list of September Winners is on
page 7. Enjoy! PAOS
It seems Catherine and Georgia were on to
something when they started the Refreshments Team.
Our volunteers are dynamic, organized and committed to providing us with good food.
Get your palates ready to enjoy the culinary stylings of our November Refreshments Team:
Ketty Bougouignan, Jennifer Brown, Maria Cerna, Ralph Fernandez, Eva Pikarsky and Carmen
Segrera.
We would like to thank our September volunteers for their great job and diligence. PAOS

October at PAOS
When: Tuesday, October 20, 2009, 7:30 PM
Where: Christ The King Lutheran Church
11295 SW 57th Avenue (Red Road)
When: 7 - 7:30 PM
Paphiopedilums will be covered October &
November - These beauties are blooming
right now, what makes them the perfect
subject for our class.

Adrian Hunsberger is the Urban Horticulture Agent
and Master Gardener Coordinator at the University of
Florida/Miami-Dade County Extension office in Homestead, Florida. She is also the resident entomologist. Adrian
holds a B.Sc. degree in Horticulture from Virginia Tech and
a M.Sc. degree in Entomology from the University of Florida.
In addition, she has over 13 years of research experience at the University of Florida using biological and organic pest control methods. Her major focus is teaching integrated pest management (IPM) to homeowners with a special emphasis on biological control of pests.
Adrian’s duties include coordinating a volunteer corps of over 50 Master Gardeners who help
solve homeowner gardening problems. She also writes the “Plant Clinic”, a weekly gardening column for the Miami Herald, with a daily circulation of over 1½ million issues .PAOS

We all knew that the alligators, snakes and frogs were smart picking Florida as one of their favorite spots. After all, we have plenty of water around us. Or do we? During our last presentation we learned
that despite the average 53 inches of rainfall per year our water supply is not really safe. We are consuming
more and faster than our reserves can replenish themselves. We also learned that there is a lot we can do to
help mitigate the problem.
Planting smart doesn’t only apply to orchids. The same care we as orchid growers use when
selecting a medium and light spectrum for a given species, applies to all plants in general. So, exercise the
same care when selecting your other garden plants: their light, soil and water requirements will have an impact on your H2O footprint.
Barbara brought us publications and gadgets - such as a shower hourglass - to assist us in making
wise choices. We can learn more about water harvesting and conservation in these websites:
www.epa.gov/WaterSense, www.green.miamidade.gov and miamidade.gov/conservation. PAOS

PAOS Members Page
What was your first “Orchid Moment”? When did you realize you had fallen in love? We would like to
share those experiences with our other members. And it can be a beautiful picture with its story, an original
piece of literature or a personal anecdote. Let us know by writing to Gio at giolester@gmail.com. PAOS

PAOS
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we would be hard pressed to find anyone in our group as eloquent as Jean Wilson. But I will let her tell you
about it herself.
To start with, I was born into a family of people who were gardeners, students of nature, and photographers. My father and my grandfather were very serious and accomplished nature and landscape photographers. I had an aunt who was a professor of botany, and everyone gardened. So, becoming interested in
orchids and photographing them came rather naturally. I got my first camera at a young age. I also had my
own garden, including a wildflower garden that I added to myself, by the time I was 10. I remember traveling
through the Smoky Mountains with my family in the spring. My father would take pictures of the wildflowers
and then I would dig one up to try to grow in New York. Not good conservation and preservation of native
plants, especially since most of them died.
I first became interested in Orchids when I was a teenager. I lived at the time in New York and my Grandmother, Aunt, Uncle and cousins lived in South Miami, just behind the South Miami hospital. We used to come and
visit most years for our school winter break. Needless to say, we went to all the attractions, Mattheson Hammock, Shorty's Barbeque, the Serpentarium, and Orchid Jungle. From Orchid Jungle I ended up bringing
home several cattleyas
to grow on my windowsill in New York.
Only one bloomed, and
I don't remember what
it looked like but I do
remember that it filled
our house with fragrance. I have no idea
now what that plant
was or what became of
them when I went off
to college. I gardened
and grew other things
until moving to Hawaii
in 1972, when I resumed growing orchids
and took a class on orchid culture. I brought
some of them back to
Connecticut with me
when we moved back
in 1977, and all of
those dozen or
so plants lived long
enough to move
to Miami with us in
1982.
Although I grow many
species and hybrids,
my favorites in general © Jean Wilson 2005
have always been the
Cattleya alliance.
There are several close
competitors however,
including pendant
Dendrobiums and small flowered vandaceous family plants like Aerides, Rhyncostylis and Ascocentrums. Because photography was already a hobby and something I was encouraged to do from an early age, it was natural for me to take pictures of the orchids I grew as well as the flowers in my garden, as well as everyone else's
orchids and everyone else's gardens. I have never thought for a second that I 'knew how to do it'. I am always

pleased when I get a good picture that compliments the plant and shows it well, but most of the pictures I take
are not very successful. I remain a hobby photographer and that can easily be seen when comparing my pictures to a real pro like Greg Allikas, who does the photographs for the AOS judging. His pictures can be seen at
his web site, orchidworks.com. I do not use sophisticated lighting or a top notch camera, but I try to get pictures that are good enough, and show the plants well for the newsletter. And mostly they do get better from
year to year as I practice.
Going digital was a revolution for me and wonderful. Before that photography was so expensive that I had to
be very careful what pictures I took and how many. When I got
my first digital camera in 2002, the person who sold it to me
said that I would learn how to use it by taking a lot of pictures
and looking at them as soon as possible to see what I had done
right or wrong. I had always taken pictures of flowers I liked at
shows and club meetings, but now I could take a lot more. Not
long after I got my digital camera, Bert Pressman, who was president of COS and also did their newsletter, noticed that I was always taking pictures of the flowers. He asked me to take pictures
for their newsletter, and not just the flowers, he wanted 'smiling
faces'. So I started doing that for COS. And because I was always
taking pictures anyway, I gradually ended up taking pictures for
the newsletters of the other clubs I belonged to, South Dade Amateur Orchid Club, Orchid Society of Coral Gables, and of course,
Pan Am.
I cannot think of a specific orchid picture that is a favorite. There
are several that I like that I have taken and many that I like that
were taken by other
people. I kind of like
orchid 'candid' photos
that are taken on the
bench or in their natural setting, but it is hard
to do that without a distracting background. I do remember one
memorable orchid photography experience. I was at AOS judging in
2005 and Martin Motes brought in a group of plants to submit for an
AQ, which is an Award of Quality given when at least 12 plants of a
cross are brought to judging and the plants are all exceptional and an
improvement over previous breeding, and at least one of them receives a flower quality award. Martin had brought in a table full of
huge Encyclia Orchid Jungle plants, and I had not seen them before
and I fell in love with them and tried to take pictures of each of them.
Here is one of the pictures that I took that day (previous page). I'm
still in love with that cross and those plants. That started me on the
road to being an Encyclia addict.
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The advice I would give to someone learning to use a digital camera is
the same advice that was given to me. Read the manual and take a lot
of pictures. Put the pictures in the computer as soon as you can after
taking them so you can see what you did right or wrong. If you are
stuck on something find someone who might know the answer and
ask. That suggestion goes for orchid growing as well as photography.
And of course look at other pictures. PAOS
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From the Board
Board of directors meeting, October 7, 2009
In Attendance:
Shirley Berckmans

Joanne Brown

Catharine Pendlebury

Sue Samuels

Ghislaine Green

Giovanna Lester

Carlos Segrera

Carmen Segrera

Absent: Georgia Ruiz
The meeting started at 8:14 PM. Joanne Brown presented the Treasurer’s Report:
Starting balance:

$ 3,559.09

Income:

$ 189.00

Expenses:

$ 399.20

Balance:

$ 3,348.89 – checking account

Other income:

$ 8,025.41 – money market and CD

Balance forward:

$ 11,374.30

During our last board meeting we explored alternatives to increasing our funds without burden to our
members, however voting was postponed due to absences. At this meeting we voted on the proposed
measures and these were approved
1) Raffle tickets: starting on the October meeting we will be selling 6 tickets for $3;
2) Perfect Attendance Award: one plant will be awarded for perfect attendance;
3) RPOG: a) we will attempt to secure a better location; b) we will acquire water from COSTCO and
sell it at lower price; c) organizers and auction donors will be able to purchase drinks from us at
cost instead of the limited free beverages they received before; d) we will contact PEPSICO to
find out about their rates for a trailer for the event; Carlos is still discussing our 2008 reimbursement with CocaCola;
4) Special Thanksgiving Raffle: for our November meeting a change in procedure will take place.
There will be no bonus raffle. Instead have the opportunity to buy a special raffle ticket for $5.
The raffle winner will take home a $150 orchid arrangement.
The South Florida Leadership Council is changing its name and would like to hold a meeting at our
meeting facility on February 2010 and all South Florida orchid societies would be invited. The new organization under the name South East Council of Orchid Societies aims to congregate all South Florida
orchid societies. The Council is also recommending that our members consider becoming a “Friend of
the Garden” for $25.00. This entitles you to admission to the AOS garden and all botanical gardens in
the United States for free.
The meeting was adjourned at 9:45
Submitted for approval by
Giovanna Lester, Secretary. PAOS

October Ribbon Award Winners
First Place
Paph. Key lime x fairrieanum.........................Mirta Heineman
Gongora galeatea..........................................J. Morejon
Paph. Jogjae'..................................................Mirta Heineman
Onc. onustum................................................Jean Wilson
Bulb A-doribul lava flow 'K'............................Jean Wilson
Lc. Colorguard 'Lakeland'...............................Eleanor Sanfilippo
Aer. lawrenciae..............................................Jean Wilson
Angraecum magdalenae................................Ivis & Jorge Rodriguez
Epidendrum nocturnum................................Ivis & Jorge Rodriguez
Enc. Cochleata var. alba................................Mirta Heineman
Trichoglottis tigrinum....................................Bill Harward
Bulb. basicetum.............................................Sue Samuels
Blc. Mt. Hood 'Mary'.....................................Eleanor Sanfilippo
Blc. Tropical Pointer ‘Cheetah’......................Jim and Melana Davidson
Bulb. Jersey D&B AM/AOS x
Bulb. Onthoglossum......................................Sue Samuels
Dimeranda emarginata..................................Mirta Heineman
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Second Place
Vanda sansai..................................................Gail Weber
Ascda. Thai Ruby x Guo Chia Long.................Jean Wilson
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South Florida Orchid Calendar
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Coalition for Orchid Species Auction at Fairchild Tropical Botanic Gardens. Plant preview is scheduled for
6:15 PM and will be followed by the auction at 6:45 PM. For more information, contact Mirta at 305-469-9472 or by
email at mrussis@bellsouth.net. Please visit their site at http://www.cosspecies.com/.
- Naples Orchid Society Sale from 12 - 4 PM at Moorings Presbyterian Charch, 791 Harbour Drive. Call for
more information: (239) 822-7765
- r.f. Orchids Fall Sale from 1 - 5 PM. More details at http://www.rforchids.com/
- Parade of Orchids. The East Everglades Orchid Society holds its annual Show and Sale at r.f. Orchids in
Homestead, from 9 AM to 5 PM. AOS judging, EEOS ribbons judging, Raffles, door prizes, music and fun await
those who come! Please contact orchidiva@att.net for more details about judging and any other questions.; to visit
their site go to: http://www.orchidseeos.com/
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Our newsletter is growing and expanding its audience. If you have a plant to sell, a service to offer whether
orchid related or not, why not advertise here?
Your ad can be business card size, ¼ page, ½ page or full page. Here are the prices:
Business card size: $15 ¼ page: $20; half-page: $25; full-page: $30
Your services or goods will be published in the electronic and print versions of the newsletter and distributed
to our membership, our sponsors and related businesses.
The newsletter is a benefit provided to you by the Pan American Orchid Society and is included in your membership dues. PAOS

