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From the President 
Happy April Everyone! 

I‟m sure I don‟t have to remind you how fast the year is 

moving.  We have already had our Annual Auction, and if you 

missed it you missed a really fun night. The room was packed with 

members and guests, the plants were beautiful, and 98% in 

bloom.  Many members brought contributions and yummy snacks, 

and we had a beautiful cake with a gorgeous orchid on it. Our 

Auctioneer, Mac, was wonderful and he and his wife were a lot of 

fun.  New members joined, and many guests showed an interest 

in joining us in the months to come.   

A very huge THANK YOU to all who worked hard to make it a successful evening.  

Special thanks to Carib Plants, Krull-Smith Inc., So Orchids, Banjong Orchids, B & G 

Orchids, Whimsy Orchids Inc., De Leon’s, Kathy’s Orchids and R.F. Orchids Inc.  We 

netted over $2,100.00, for future expenses. YAY!   My only regret is that your board was 

so busy, we forgot to take pictures - can you believe it?  We would like to invite anyone 

who is interested in photography to join us every month with their camera, or camera 

phone to make sure we record our events.  (PSST … Erna, I hear you are a great 

photographer.) 

And now we turn our attention to the upcoming, fabulous, Redland International 

Orchid Festival. The festival is May 16th, 17th, and 18th this year.  Pan American has a 

history of selling beverages in the Cola trailers at this wonderful show.  We hope to 

continue again this year.  We can not do it without member support.  There will be a 

signup sheet at the April general meeting, our last meeting before the Redland Show, 

so it‟s important for you to sign up this month.  I will be at the event all three days, and 

also on Thursday our set up day.  We need members to take 2 1/2 hours shifts, Friday, 

Saturday and Sunday.  We will have two trailers to staff.  Please do what you can; it is a 

show that you do not want to miss. 

Good news… There were some concerns and ruffled feathers at the end of last 

year.  Your board heard your concerns, and would like to put forth some new 

procedures this year to make everyone happy and enjoy PAOS. 

If you have paid your dues for the year, and come to at least one meeting 

(probably the one you paid your dues at) you will have a plant at the 

Holiday Party in December.  If you have perfect attendance you will 

APRIL 

NEXT MEETING 

Tuesday, April 15 

at 7:00 p.m. 

Pinecrest Gardens 

Hibiscus Room 

11000 Red Road  

Pinecrest, Fl 33156  

-cont’d on page 3 

http://www.redlandorchidfestival.org/
http://www.redlandorchidfestival.org/
http://pinecrest-fl.gov/index.aspx?page=34
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From the Editor 
PAOS‟s garden has lost one of its orchids.  

Kathleen Sorenson, a long time PAOS member, left us on February 23. Her loving 

husband Henry “Butch” Sorenson has shared with us the arrangements for Kathy‟s me-

morial. This is an opportunity for PAOS members who were not able to attend the funer-

al to pay their respect. 

Date: Saturday, April 26, 2014 

Time: 130 pm 

Location: Riviera Presbyterian Church 

5275 Sunset Drive 

Miami 

Special request: No flowers, please.  

Gio 
Editor 

APRIL 

receive two plants at the holiday party.  AND… you can make up a missed 

meeting by volunteering at either the Conservation Project in the Fall, the Redland Show, 

the Auction, or any show in which we do a floor or table display, like the Tamami Show.  

Should you have any other concerns, do let us know.  Also, keep in mind that we have 

elections in May, so if you have ideas or want something done differently that is your 

chance to get involved and let your voice be heard. Remember, we are all volunteers 

who are hobbyist just like yourselves, trying to keep our passion for orchids alive in this 

historic club. 

I can‟t say “see you at the meeting” because I will be in New York for the birth of my 

Grandson. But I will say enjoy the meeting, enjoy your friends and Happy Easter or Happy 

Pesach (Happy Passover).  

Gail, President 

-cont’d from page 2 

From the President—cont’d 
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Amy Padolf, the Director of Education at Fairchild Tropical Botanic Gardens (FTBG) 

and our speaker in February, has extended a generous offer to PAOS members to show us 

the behind the scene efforts to reestablish endangered orchids back into the South 

Florida landscape.   

As you may recall from Amy‟s presentation to the club, Fairchild has a five-year plan 

called “ The Million Orchid Project.”   Millions of orchids will be propagated through the 

efforts of scientists, educators, students and the community at large. 

PAOS will have 2 field trips to Fairchild to see the program first hand. In addition, we 

will be treated to meeting and hearing from Dr. Carl Lewis, the Director of FTBG. The first 

field trip will be in May and the other in June in order to accommodate everyone‟s 

schedules. The tentative dates are Friday, May 30th and Saturday, June 7th. Admission to 

the garden and the field trip is free. Because of the sensitive nature of the labs, space is 

limited to 10 members for each field trip.   

Remember, only 10 members per field trip will be able to go. 

I will start a list of those members who are interested.  A sign up list will be at the April 

meeting and you can reach me via email as well at gacruiz@aol.com.  

Georgia, Vice President 

PAOS Field Trip to Fairchild 

Congratulations on a job well done 
In case you did not see the latest edition of the Pinecrest Tribune, the daughter of our 

wonderful newsletter editor, Gio Lester, was one of three positive young adults profiled in 

the newspaper.  Rebecca Lester, will not only graduate from high school in a few months 

but she also will earn an Associates of Art degree in communications at the same time. 

Despite having had difficult health issues, Rebecca managed a stellar academic 

record and has already been accepted to the University of Richmond in London, John 

Cabot in Rome and Cornell. She awaits responses from other academic institutions. 

Congratulations Rebecca, your parents Gio and Alan must be very proud of you. 

Georgia, Vice President 

APRIL 

mailto:gacruiz@aol.com
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This Month at PAOS 
Larry Cox acquired his first orchid, a cattleya, almost forty years ago. His second 

was a paphiopedilum, Paph. Maudiae „Magnificum.‟  The cattleya is long gone, but he 

still has a piece of the paph.   When he began with paphs, he commonly heard, “You 

can‟t grow those in South Florida,” but the first one lived and bloomed, and the paphio-

pedilum collection continued to grow. In the mid 1980‟s most of the other orchids were 

sold or given away, all for the love of paphs.  In 1989 he moved from his South Miami res-

idence to a more spacious property in the farming district of southern Miami-Dade 

County where he built his dream greenhouse of 3000 square feet.  He has suffered set-

backs, such as hurricane Andrew in 1992, but with perseverance and with the discovery 

of new paph species, and the consequent new hybrids, Larry‟s love of paphiopedilums 

has been renewed over and over again.  In 1983 Larry won his first 

AOS award for Paph. Maudiae coloratum „Elektra‟ AM/AOS (Award of 

Merit by the American Orchid Society).  Since then his orchids have 

earned forty-six AOS awards, including four First Class Certificates 

(FCC). 

Six years ago, Larry retired from thirty-seven years as a teacher, 

the last fifteen teaching Advanced Placement high school English .  

He now spends his time reading, traveling, maintaining his property 

and, of course, growing paphs.  Larry has experimented with other or-

chid genera and has found success with lycastes, phragmipediums, and pescatoreas.  

He has even rediscovered the wonder of cattleyas, particularly species.  
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http://www.redlandorchidfestival.org/C:/Users/Gio/Documents/Adobe
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Fabruary at PAOS 
Amy Padolf, the Director of Education at Fairchild Tropi-

cal Botanic Garden in Miami, FL delighted us with her style 

and knowledge. Her personal and professional journey 

brought her to our meeting room where she shared her love 

for education, research, teaching and learning.     

Fairchild Tropical Botanical Garden is lucky to have 

such a dedicated and knowledgeable professional in their 

midst. Amy shared data on the Million Orchid Project at Fairchild 

Tropical Garden, an initiative that focuses on saving Florida native 

endangered orchids.   

Joining forces with Terra Environmental Institute, a local high 

school, and city officials, Any‟s and FTBG‟s goal is to have native or-

chids in public places all over Miami-Dade county, blooming within 

five years, bringing the visual joy of their beauty to all who live and visit 

our beautiful area. If you think your city may be interested in joining 

the program, visit the link above and to learn how. 

NEXT MEETING 

Tuesday, March 18 

at 7:00 p.m. 

Pinecrest Gardens 

Hibiscus Room 

11000 Red Road  

Pinecrest, Florida 33156  

http://www.fairchildgarden.org/The-Million-Orchid-Campaign-Overview/
http://www.fairchildgarden.org/The-Million-Orchid-Campaign-Overview/
http://pinecrest-fl.gov/index.aspx?page=34
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PAOS News is the monthly newsletter of the PanAmerican Orchid Society, affiliated 
with the American Orchid Society 
President: Gail Weber  1st Vice president: Georgia Ruiz 

2nd Vice President: Javier Morejon  Editor: Gio Lester 
Photos: Archive  
Contributors: Gail Weber, Shirley Berckmans,  

 Bulletin 

Board 
AOS Events Schedule is available 

online and you can find it here. 
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Don’t forget to volunteer 

for the  

Redland  International 

Orchid Festival! 

 

Talk with Shirley 
 

 

Tuesday, April 15  

Pinecrest Gardens 

Hibiscus Room 

11000 Red Road  

Pinecrest, Fl 33156  

Guests are 
welcome! 

APRIL 

http://aos.org/Default.aspx?id=39
http://www.redlandorchidfestival.org/
http://www.redlandorchidfestival.org/
http://pinecrest-fl.gov/index.aspx?page=34
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S First Place  

Blc. Hsinying Catherine 'Dogashima' Linda Bell 

Epidendrum stamfordianum David Foster 

Epidendrum stamfordianum (pink 
form) Javier Morejon 

Epidendrum stamfordianum 'Belize'x Gail Weber 

    

APRIL 
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 Banjong Orchids 

17720 SW 218th St 
Miami, FL 33170 
Tel.: (305) 247-8854 
Email: banjong_orchids@hotmail.com  

 

B&G Orchids 
23190 SW 157th Ave, Miami, FL 33170 
Tel.: (786) 264-2051 
Email: sales@bgorchids.com  

Carib Plants Inc. 
26505 S.W. 203rd Avenue 
Homestead, FL. 33031. 
Tel.: 305-245-5565 Fax. 305-245-5113 
Mr. Robert Randall 
E-mail: caribplants@worldnet.att.net 

DeLeon’s  
13745 SW 216th St. 
Goulds, FL 33170 
Toll Free: 1.800.448.8649 

Phone: 305.238.6028 
FAX: 305.235.2354  
info@deleons4color.com  
 

Krull-Smith, Inc. 
2815 West Ponkan Road 
Apopka, Florida 32712 
Tel.: 407.886.4134 
FAX: 407.886.0438 

E-Mail: sales@krullsmith.com  

R.F. Orchids Inc. 
28100 S.W. 182nd Avenue 
Homestead, FL. 33030 
Tel.: 305-245-4570 Fax. 305-247-6568 
Mr. Robert Fuchs (rforchids@aol.com)

www.rforchids.com  

 
So Orchids Inc. 
I4067 Rockridge Road, Lakeland FL 33809 
Tel.: 407-928-0831 Fax. 305-247-2955 
www.soorchids.com 
 

St. Germain Orchids 
18290 Southwest 254th St., Home-
stead, Fl 33031 
Tel.: 786-412-0512  
Email:  kathy@stgermainorchids.com  

Whimsy Orchids Inc. 
18755 S.W. 248th Street 
Homestead, FL. 33031 
Tel.: 305-242-1333 Fax. 305-247-9888 
Mr. Bill Peters (whimsy@bellsouth.net) 

 

  

APRIL 

mailto:banjong_orchids@hotmail.com
mailto:sales@bgorchids.com?subject=Email%20From%20BGOrchids.com
mailto:info@deleons4color.com

